CHIEFLY WITHOUT THE WALLS OF JERUSALEM.
placed by the Saviour on his eyes, and received
his sight * It is now a dirty little brook, with
scarcely any water in it; and even in the rainy
season, it is said to be an insignificant muddy
stream* The illusion created by Milton's sub-
lime invocation to it, in the opening of the
Paradise Lost, is entirely done away by the sight
of the spot itself.
Going a few paces to the northward, we came
to the source of this brook, by some called also
the Fountain of the Virgin, from an opinion that
she frequently came hither to drink. We des-
cended by two* flights of about fifteen steps each,
under an arched vault of masonry, to a small
pool, containing a little dirty and brackish
water. The rock had been hewn down originally
to get at this, and a small and crooked passage,
of which we saw the beginning only, was said
to convey the water out into the valley of Siloa
through which we had come up, and to supply
the little garden plots there, from which the city
of Jerusalem is chiefly furnished with vegetables*
Notwithstanding the black and dirty state of the
water, and its harsh and brackish nature, it is
still used for diseases of the eyes by devout pil-
grims.
The village of Siloane, which stands imme-
* St. Luke, ix. 7".
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